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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance witli 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in tlnis 
application because the shading in Figures 6 and 7 do not allow the features to be seen 
and idenitified. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the slot for the 
attachment device (Claim 8) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
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of the remaining figures. Eacli drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "a wall" should be 
changed to - -one of said walls- - in line 5; the word "out" should be deleted from line 16; 
and "with" should be changed to - -width- - in line 17. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: "a wall" should be 
changed to - -one of said walls- - in line 6; the word "out" should be deleted from line 17; 
and "with" should be changed to - -width- - in line 18. Appropriate correction is required. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the internal area" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Further regarding Claims 9-12, there appears to be no method steps in any of the 
claims, usually beginning with a verb ending in -ing. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the internal area" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 9 recites the limitation "the inlet opening" in line 13. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding Claim 9, Lines 20-23, "a second portion... situated outside the 
apparatus... wherein the entire or parts of the second portion of the tube is wound 
around the connection element" render the claim indefinite because it is unclear how 
can the second portion be outside the apparatus and also wound around the connecting 
element which is inside the apparatus. 

Regarding Claim 10, it is unclear whether "a slot" in line 2 is the same as the "at 
least one slot" in line 6 of Claim 9. For the Office Action below it is presumed it is the 
same slot. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Burger et 
al. (US-4802638). Regarding Claim 1 , Burger et al. disclose an apparatus capable of 
adjustment of the length of an infusion tube comprising a first wall 110; a second wall 
120; at least one slot 160 arranged in one of the walls such that an infusion tube can 
pass through the wall; and at least one connecting element 100 connecting the first wall 
to the second wall, the at least one slot extending from the periphery of the wall radially 
towards the internal area of the wall; the connecting element being secured at a 
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distance to a periplieral circumference of the walls; tiie apparatus further comprising an 
inlet opening (shown but not numbered) being provided by a distance between the walls 
in a radial distance to the connecting element characterized in that inner faces of the 
first and second walls converge from the connecting element towards the inlet opening, 
the opening having a width measured between the walls capable of allowing passage of 
a single infusion tube (Figures 1-12). Regarding Claim 2, Burger et al. disclose the first 
and second walls are identically configured bodies arrange in parallel and opposite to 
each other (Figures 1-12). Regarding Claim 3, Burger et al. disclose that the 
connecting element comprises a cylindrical unit, the longitudinal axis of which is located 
perpendicular to the inner faces of the first and second walls (Figures 1-12). Regarding 
Claims 4-5, Burger et al. disclose the entire apparatus, including the walls are, at least 
in the area delimiting the inlet opening, manufactured from an elastic material (See 
Figures 5-6; Column 3, Lines 20-63). Regarding Claims 6-8, Burger et al. disclose an 
attachment device, a clip device 200, integrated with the first or second wall for 
mounting the apparatus on a carrier face, and at least one slot 180 is formed in the wall 
in which the attachment device for mounting the apparatus on a carrier face is arranged 
(Figure 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,253 
Art Unit: 3654 



Page 6 



Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burger at al. (US-4802638) in view of Shober, Jr. at al. (US-5265822). Burger et al. 
disclose a method of adjusting the length of an elongate material using an apparatus 
comprising a first wall 1 10; a second wall 120; at least one slot 160 arranged in one of 
the walls such that an elongate material can pass through the wall; and at least one 
connecting element 100 connecting the first wall to the second wall, the at least one slot 
extending from the periphery of the wall radially towards the internal area of the wall; the 
connecting element being secured at a distance to a peripheral circumference of the 
walls; an inlet opening (shown but not numbered) extending around the connecting 
element, the opening being provided by a distance between the walls in a radial 
distance to the connecting element, the apparatus further comprising inner faces of the 
first and second walls converging from the connecting element towards the inlet 
opening, the opening having a width measured between the walls capable of allowing 
passage of an elongate material, wherein the elongate material is pressed through the 
opening such that a first portion and a second portion of the elongate material is caused 
to be situated outside the apparatus and a third portion is delimited by the walls; 
wherein the entire or parts of the third portion of the elongate material is wound around 
the connecting element; and wherein the first and second end portions of the tube are 
secured in the slot or the inlet opening (Figures 1-12). Burger et al. further disclose the 
first portion of the elongate material is secured in the slot extending from the peripheral 
circumference of the one wall and towards the internal area of the wall (Figures 1-12). 
Burger et al. additionally disclose that a free elongate material portion is secured at the 
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delimination of the inlet opening provided at the walls, the delimitation comprising a 
thermoplastic elastomer (Figures 1-2; Column 3, Lines 20-63). Burger et al. also 
disclose the second elongate material portion is secured in the slot extending from the 
one peripheral circumference of the one wall and towards the internal area of the wall 
(Figures 1-12). Burger et al. is silent about the elongate material being an infusion tube. 
However, Shober, Jr. et al. disclose a reel 10 for an infusion tube 30 (Figures 1-8). 
Because both Burger et al. and Shober, Jr. et al. teach a reel for an elongate material, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
substitute the infusion tube of Shober, Jr. et al. for the elongate material of Burger et al. 
to achieve the predictable result of storing and dispensing the infusion tube as taught by 
Shober, Jr. et al. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Epstein, Remeczky, and Cook are cited for disclosing similar 
reels for storing and dispensing elongate material. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIAM E. DONDERO whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-5590. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 6:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Peter M. Cuomo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



/W. E. D./ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



